
 
 

Welcome to Ms. Cassar’s English Class! 
 English III - Room number: 235 

 
 

“That is part of the beauty of all literature. You discover that your longings are universal longings, that 
you're not lonely and isolated from anyone. You belong. We are all connected.”  

- F. Scott Fitzgerald 
Dear Students,  
 
 The above quote is one of my favorites. It explains that through novels, we are all connected and 

experience our hopes, dreams and fears. We create meaning in our lives as we read. Literature creates a 

common ground for us to meet on. Novels and short stories are my passion. I love being whisked away on 

a paperback journey, easily transported to a new place. Learning new concepts and different cultures 

from the minds of other authors, fascinates me.  

 The first novel that I fell in love with was The Hobbit by J.R.R Tolkien. I read it the summer before 

my sixth grade year for A.R.P points. It was this novel that kick started my love for literature. Some of my 

favorites in no particular order are:  

The Lord of the Rings (trilogy), A Tale of Two Cites, The Harry Potter series, The Hunger 

Games (trilogy), Pride and Prejudice, Sense and Sensibility, The Little White Horse, Jane Eyre, 

Tiger’s Curse Series, The Legend of the Seeker series, The Great Gatsby and The Throne of 

Glass series. 

Course Overview: 

This class is a critical course culminating with an E.O.C. In order to effectively prepare for the EOC test in 
December, we will be studying traditional American literature texts and themes present in the English III 
curriculum with a strong focus on argumentative writing, rhetorical analysis, and synthesizing research 
to form a cohesive position. “The American Dream,” “The Power of Persuasion,” and “The Pursuit of 

Happiness” are all major sections in our Spring Board book this semester.  

Also this fall, we will read three novels:  The Crucible, The Great Gatsby, and Into the Wild.  These novels 
will be provided for your use; you are not required to purchase them. We will supplement these texts 
with multiple close readings of nonfiction and fiction pieces for analysis.   Additionally, we will also 
complete vocabulary units and E.O.C practice activities on a regular basis. 

 
 
 
 



Class Expectations 
 

There are three expectations for all students in my class: that they should demonstrate positive, 
respectful and responsible behavior at all times.  

 Enter the classroom quietly ready to work on the bell ringer and sign in at the log in station 
 Bring all supplies daily; failure to have supplies will result in disciplinary consequences 
 Complete all assignments in a timely manner 
 Participate! 
 Respect your teacher, your peers, the classroom and yourself 
 If you have a need to leave the classroom, you must have an agenda 

There will be ten minutes every class designated as SSR time.  Please have a novel with you every 
day in this class. This yields you almost an hour of independent reading time per week in this 
course.  Your SSR journal will be collected each nine weeks for a test grade.   

Learning Choices 
 

When you choose to ignore these rules, this is the process I will use to help you get back on track 
(parents will be notified after the second step is ignored): 

 
1. Warning  
2. Conference at lunch and an explanation for behavior 
3. Conference over the phone with parent/ guardian 
4. After school detention and parent/student/teacher conference 
5. Referral 

 
 Rewards 
 Praise, praise and more praise 
 Positive notes home 
 Bonus “Quotes” (Points) 
 Homework Passes 
 Quiz Passes 
  
Supplies 
 

 1 composition notebook  (to be used for your SSR log and journal) 
 Pencils, black or blue pens 
 Red pen  
 Highlighters (for actively annotating text materials)  
 1 ½ ’’ 3 ring binder  
 5 Dividers (Lesson Starter, Notes, Homework, Spring Board, Resources, Tests) 
 Loose-leaf paper 
 A pack of colored pencils 
 A pack of Post it Notes (for actively annotating text materials) 
 Personal Pencil Sharpener 
 Kleenex Box or a bottle of hand sanitizer for the class 

 
 
 
 



 
Grading: This is how your grade will be calculated: 
 

Major Grades:  50% 
Major grades are composed of tests and essays etc. 
 
Minor Grades:  30% 
Minor grades are mainly quiz grades or in-class projects/group work.   
 
Classwork/Homework Grades:  20% 
Any handouts or independent work assigned in class or collected for homework. 
 

Grade Percentage 
A  93-100 
B  85-92 
C 75-84 
D 67-74 
F 0-66  

 
 
 You are responsible for making up work you miss when you are absent. Check the missed 
assignment folder for worksheets, and then check with me about other assignments you might have 
missed and a schedule for turning in late assignments. 
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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

 Welcome to English III at Chalmette High School. I am very excited about working with you and your 

child this semester. I know we will have a successful and productive school year with your help and support. 

Around campus, I am also the Show Choir chorographer and the Theater I, II teacher. A few details that I would 

like to share about myself is that I am a part of the National Council of Teachers of English; this 
organization helps teachers to stay up to date with the most modern, data driven methodologies in 
Secondary Education and links them in a nationwide professional learning community.  
Being a CHS fighting owl graduate, I have firsthand experience with the climate and expectations 

affiliated with CHS. As a result, I want to continually create that atmosphere and rigor in my 2016-2017 

classroom. I feel so blessed and proud to be back at my alma mater encouraging and giving students the 

tools they need to succeed. 

There are many ways you can support your child’s academic progress at home: 

 

1. Ask your child what they learned in school every day. 

2. Encourage your child to ask questions in class and come in for extra help when they need it. I am 

available before school, during lunch, and after school. Once a week after school, I will have a 

general tutoring session from 3:00-4:30. 

3. Make sure you receive your child’s progress report! 

4. If you have any questions please contact me via email during school hours. This will be the most 

efficient way to contact me during the work day. 

 

 Please contact me with any concerns or questions you have at any time. You do not have to wait until 

parent/teacher conferences to get in touch with me; I am always willing to talk with you. I look forward to 

frequent communication with you as we work together to ensure your child’s success. 

 

Planning Period: 3
rd

 (10:53-12:23) 

Phone: 504-301-2600 CHS Main Campus  

Email: arianna.cassar@sbpsb.org 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

 

 

Ms. Arianna Cassar 

 
 
Please sign and return by Friday, August 12, 2016  
 

Parent/Guardian signature ________________________________ 
 
 
Date:__________________________________________________________ 


